PSYCHOLOGICAL ORIGIN OF RELIGION

as following upon the alleged cause, without the
mediation of a force conceived as passing, let us
say, from the warm arrow to the wound and
irritating it. The idea of power is reduced here
to Its least possible complexity.

Clciss 2. A power, not itself personal, is sup-
posed to belong to the magician, to his instru-
ment, or to particular substances, and to pass
into, or act upon, the object. Howitt relates
how some native Australians begged him not
to carry in a bag containing quartz crystals
a tooth, extracted at an initiation ceremony.
They thought that if he did so, the evil power of
the crystals would enter the tooth and so injure
the body to which it had belonged.1 The potency
of many charms is of this nature, while others
have a fetichistic significance, i.e. they involve
the action of spirits, and so do not belong to this
class. Rubbing oneself with, or eating the fat, or
another portion, of a brave and strong man in order
to make oneself courageous and powerful, belongs
also to this second class, together with most in-
stances of contagion-magic. So does, usually, the
power defined in the following passage and the
similar powers believed in and used in other than

1 Journal of the Anthropological Institute, xiii. (1884), p. 456,
quoted by Frazer.
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